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to conquer painted Venice, as if it was a straw or wooden
village consisting of some twenty-five or thirty-houses, like
those that they have built in India.
There are many of them moreover, who, coming from
Spain to these Indies, or to the provinces, over which they
tyrannize, in their inflated vanity (sgonsi di vento) claim
descent from the Goths, and Gusmans, and Maurichi. Yet
when the truth is discovered, we find that in Spain they
were mere tenders of swine or shepherds.
Connected with this topic, I will here relate what occurred
in Italy to a Spaniard named II Montanese.    He being, not
long before the memorable battle of Ravenna, in the magni-
cent city of Sienna, in conversation with many persons, nobles
as well as plebeians, vaunting, with proud words, that the vir-
tue of the Spanish nation was superior to that of every other
country, said, that among their many other rare qualities, no
one could compare with them in handling the sword.   At these
words, uttered with unbearable arrogance, a young Roman,
named  Giuliano,  of the  Parione  district,  came forward,
saying : " Oh, Montanese, if you will agree to fight, body to
body, and with similar arms, I should like to prove to thee
that there is not a better or more courageous foreign soldier
to be found than an Italian."    This answer, so generous and
so modestly given, was unanimously approved by all; and
it was therefore agreed between  them that  each should
select a companion, and that they would fight with Spanish
swords, and with capes, not shields.    The Montanese chose
a young man from Cordova, an acquaintance of his, who
handled a sword well.   And the Roman did not fail to
obtain II Tiracoscia da Castello,  whom he  lovingly and
pleasingly invited to the honour and glory of the Italian
blood.   Almost all Tuscany flocked to this splendid spec-
tacle on the appointed day;  and the gentlemen granted
them their arena as an undisturbed field, it being formed
exactly like a theatre.    This battle was fought valiantly,